Connecticut B.A.S.S. Federation Nation

Meeting Minutes
November 17, 2011
The regular monthly meeting of the Connecticut B.A.S.S. Federation Nation was called to order on November 17, 2011 at approximately 7:30 by Sylvia Morris.
Roll Call:  The following clubs were absent: CT Bassmen and Shoreline Bassmasters.
Correspondence:  None.
Announcements:
· B.A.S.S. announced a new International Fishing Charter, Spain has been accepted into B.A.S.S. Federation Nation and will compete as part of the Eastern Region.

· The CBFN recently came in third place in the “Lowrance Book” sponsorship contest.  The CBFN will receive a $1000 voucher for Lowrance Poduct.

A motion was made and passed to accept the previous month’s minutes.
Report of Officers
Treasurers Report:  Sue Weeks

Conservation Report:  Sylvia Morris for Dave Santos: 
· There was a meeting recently held by the DEP to discuss the plans to purchase the Beverly’s Marina on Bantam Lake.  Dave will report at next months meeting.

Boating Advisory:  Ed Weeks: 
· Boat Launches
· Engineering plans were shown of the new ramps and docks for Lattins cove at Candlewood Lake and the Steel Bridge at Lake Lillinonah.  Expected completion for both is by the end of 2012.

· Plans for Bantam Lake were shown.  If the state purchases the existing marina, the building on the site would become a staffed museum.  There would be parking for 20 trailers and they would remove 20 slips.  The remaining slips would be for the first state owned marina. 

C.L.A. Report: None.
Tournament Report:  Harry Gordon:
· Harry congratulated the new 2012 State Team.

· Harry thanked all who helped at the recent trailer clean up, especially Ed and Sue Weeks for hosting the clean up at their home.

· Harry also reviewed the proposed tournament trail for 2012.

· Harry also thanked Tom Reynolds for agreeing to store the CBFN tournament trailer.

· Harry also stated that this will be his last year as the CBFN tournament director and asked that anyone interested in taking over this position to contact Harry.  He would like to work with this person to train them in the duties of the tournament director.

· NEW TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED.
Sponsorship Report:  Bob Nelson:

· Loctite- Loctite is no longer a sponsor of the CBFN. Although they were very happy with the promotion that they received from the CBFN, the financial times do not allow them to sponsor the CBFN in 2012. The door is still open for a future sponsorship. The CBFN Tournament Committee will continue to wear the Loctite shirts.
· Triton/Mercury/Motor Guide/Lowrance- The “2012 Alliance Package” has been signed and the benefits/rewards, for the CBFN, are greater than in 2011. In addition, to cash for signing the contract, we will receive trolling motors, props, and oil for the banquet. Triton owners have the potential to earn cash through our signing of the contract.
· Minn Kota/Hummingbird- We received the 2012 contracts from Minn Kota/Hummingbird. We have accepted and signed their offers. We will receive $1000 from Minn Kota and a 998c SI Combo unit from Hummingbird ($1999.99 MSRP).
· US Reel- Us Reel/Don Meisner has said that they would like to continue as a sponsor of the CBFN, in 2012. Contract negotiations will take place after Thanksgiving. We will be signing a contract with US Reel.
· Berkley- A Berkley discount to all CBFN members will be available to all members in 2012. A discount is available to all CBFN members by using code.
· Numa Sport Optics- CBFN members can go to Numa’s website (www.NumaOptics.com) and receive a 30% discount by using the discount code.
· US Reel- continues to offer a discount package to all CBFN members. See our forum page for details.
· Kistler Rods- Now has weekly and daily specials on their website: (www.kistlerrods.com)
· tungstenweights.com- All CBFN members will receive a 20% discount on all tungsten weights and products in the on-line store (www.tungstenweights.com). 
· We are in the process of negotiating contracts for the 2012 season. 

C.B.F.N. Scholarship Committee:   None.
Banquet Committee:  Sylvia Morris:
· The banquet was held this past Saturday night and was a great success!  The food was tremendous and the service at the Chowder Pot was terrific. 

· The raffle was the best yet.  A lot of great prizes were given away and great amount of funds were raised for the CBFN as well as the Junior CBFN.
· Sylvia thanked all who helped out with the banquet.

· The next banquet has already been booked for November 10th 2012.
Membership Committee:  Paul Dingee:
· Paul asked reps to bring him updated club information to next month’s meeting.  Paul would like to know which clubs are looking for new members in 2012 and whether they need boaters or non-boaters or both.

Raffle Committee:    None.
Website Committee: 
· The CBFN Face Book pages is up and running, check it out.

· More updates to the site are on the way, if you would like anything special put on the site, contact Armand Fortier

· If you are having trouble getting on the forum, you may also contact Armand at cbfnmember@sbcglobal.net 

Audit Committee:   None.
· Vinny Mucci has once again volunteered to chair the next audit committee.  Marc Levesque and Daniel Monroe also volunteered to help Vinny.
Youth Report: None.
Finance Committee:  None.
State Team Report:  Sylvia Morris:

· The team had their first meeting at the banquet and all contracts have been signed.

· The next state team meeting will be held in March at Sylvia Morris’s home.

Motion made and seconded to accept reports as given
Old Business

· We have rescinded all By Law proposals pertaining to changing 12 months to 11 months. We will just omit January meeting for 2012 and every gets credit for the meeting. Each year we will re-visit this and decide if we need the January meeting. 

 

· Discussion was held on Article XII By Law change proposal and we will vote on it next month.

 

· Nominations for Secretary- Carl Pedersen, Nominations for Treasurer-Marc Levesque, and the  Secretary will cast one vote for each at the Dec. meeting.
 

· The executive Board asked clubs for feedback about The Special Awards, there was none! The Executive Board will discuss this further.

 

· Rosters were due tonight! Ten clubs did not turn them in, please mail ASAP to Sue Weeks.

· Excused Absences, Tolland County was excused.

 

· A motion was made and passed to donate $750.00 to Tackle The Storm.

 

· Remember Toys for Tots, Dec. 10th , 9:00am to 2:00 pm Wallingford Walmart.

 

· The CBFN is still waiting on answer from Ranger cup.

 

· John Knowles, AKA" Harry's Taxi" donated the Limo for Sylvia to get to the airport to go to the Nationals. Thank You John!!!

 

· Tom Reynolds came in third in the Eastern Division at the Nationals. Good job Tom!!!  Matt Cipriano came in third in his age group at the JWC. Great job Matt!!!

 

· Health Updates:  Jerry McKinnis doing well after his surgery, Pee Wee Powers also doing well after his Heart Pump was installed, and Don Corkran is doing much better, a few side affects from the treatment, but much better than last week

New Business
·  Dan Monroe has volunteered to help out with the audit committee, Thank you Dan.

 

· Nationals News:

 

· The other States in our Eastern Division have asked us to share our State Team Contract. Please ask your clubs if they would like to do this and we will vote next month.

· Triton Alliance gave out checks to all the states that qualified , Ct recieved $1300.00!!!!

Triton owners on the 2011  Ct State Team recieved a total of $2600.00!!!

We recieved $5000.00 just for signing back in March 2011!!!!

Unbelievable!!!
· B.A.S.S. has updated our Insurance and added the ADA back. K&K is the Insurance co and Aon is still the carrier.
· Lowrance is back for 2012 State Team Sponsor and ability for us to enter a Lowrance Booklet to possible win a Product Certificate.

· Evan Williams is offering 250.00 worth of product reimbursment again.

· Tritpon Alliance Package is back for 2012. We haved signed the contract. The $5000.00 will come in March in two separate checks. 
· Toyota Bucks is back!

· Skeeter Yahama package is back!

· Simms is coming out with a B.A.S.S. clothing line soon.

They will offer a discount program to the Presidents so they can purchase and showcase some of their clothing.
· The Berkley discount program will be back, details to come.
 

· B.A.S.S. has moved, new address is:

3500 Blue Lake Road

Suite 330

Birmingham, Alabama 35243

 

Main phone # is: 205-313-0900

Don Corkran's # is: 205-313-0910

Deb Wilkinsen's# is: 205-313-0907

Jon Stewart's# is: 205-313-0940

 

· B.A.S.S. is pushing to form High School Fishing. Terry Baksay and Sylvia are working on it and will keep you posted.  About 18 Southern states have already started them.  B.A.S.S. has discounted  B.A.S.S. and Fed Nation dues for College Team members, 30.00 for both. They are asking us to do something along those lines to help College kids financially and get them into the Federation.  Youth are the catalyst for growth!

 

· The Eastern Division Presidents may hold Conference Calls, it is being discussed.

 

 

· It was with mixed emotions that the announcement that Sue and Ed Weeks will be leaving the CBFN.  On the one hand we are all very sad to be losing two priceless members of our family.  On the other hand however, we are all very happy for Sue and we congratulate her on finding her new job in Maine and we also wish Ed good luck in his continued retirement.  They will be missed by all!  It is impossible to even begin to express how much gratitude we have for them.  Good luck to both Ed and Sue and hopefully we will see them soon.  They have expressed intentions to return in the spring to continue to help with the scholarship tournament.
 

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:25 p.m.

Next Meeting: December 15, 2011
Respectfully Submitted, 
Carl Pedersen, CBFN Secretary.
