Connecticut B.A.S.S. Nation

Meeting Minutes
December 20, 2012
*Regular business was suspended due to two guest speakers in attendance to give presentations to the board.

· The first to speak was Bill Hyatt, Bureau Chief of Natural Resources.  Bill talked about sportsmen in CT and the fact that we need to band together to address interests and issues that affect us all.  There are issues popping up daily in our state that can impact us on many levels, such as access to fisheries, licensing fee increases, hunting and fishing regulations, ect. And these issues need to be kept on top of.  It is nearly impossible for any one group to do it on their own and we would have a better chance if we can come together with other organizations like hunting groups and trout fisherman and fly fishing groups.  There is a lot of pressure on the state to restrict access to certain fisheries, especially the ones dealing with invasive species, such as weeds and zebra mussels.  Bill addressed 2 key items on the forefront that will need our attention.  The first issue is an Agency proposal to allow Archery hunting of deer on Sundays.  This would be a great way to help keep the growing deer population in check.  The proposal would allow land owners to allow archery hunting on their private property on Sundays.  The second issue is an effort to decrease the Hunting/Fishing license fees for 16-26 year olds.  There is evidence that the participation from people in this age bracket has been on the decline and that it may be due to the increasing licensing fees.  Bill has asked for our support if we see this issue on the table.  Bill noted 3 things that we as an organization can do: 1. We need to regularly attend fisheries council and Conservation advisory council meetings.  2. Leaders of clubs can join the CT Coalition of Sportsmen to stay connected with current events and issues.  3. We need to be ready to respond to issues that come up during the Legislative session, we need to be on alert, because these sessions are short and we won’t have a lot of time to act.
· The second to speak was Mike Beauchene Supervisor Fisheries Biologist and C.A.R.E. and Constituent services.  Mike was in attendance to talk about the C.A.R.E. program, the CT Aquatic Resource Education program.  He discussed ways in which we can increase fishing license sales.  We need to get the youth involved with fishing and keep them involved.  The C.A.R.E. program teaches kids how to fish and practice good conservation skills.  He expressed a need to steal these kids away from their video games and get them hooked on the outdoors.  He also talked about a need for fishing instructors to help with the C.A.R.E. program.  The next instructor class is February 23rd.  If you are interested in finding out more, you can call the program at (860)663-1656.

· The third person to speak was Joe Kowalski.  Joe talked briefly about the recent tragedy in Newtown and the involvement of Jerry Hammond’s wife Natalie who was injured in the shooting.  More information concerning this will be discussed under new business.  Joe did read a poem to the board that was written about the tragedy at Sandy Hook elementary written by Cameo Smith of MT. Wolf, PA.
· Twas' 11 days before Christmas, around 9:38
when 20 beautiful children stormed through heaven's gate.
their smiles were contagious, their laughter filled the air.
they could hardly believe all the beauty they saw there.
they were filled with such joy, they didn't know what to say.

they remembered nothing of what had happened earlier that day.
"where are we?" asked a little girl, as quiet as a mouse.
"this is heaven." declared a small boy. "we're spending Christmas at God's house."
when what to their wondering eyes did appear,
but Jesus, their savior, the children gathered near.
He looked at them and smiled, and they smiled just the same.
then He opened His arms and He called them by name.
and in that moment was joy, that only heaven can bring
those children all flew into the arms of their King
and as they lingered in the warmth of His embrace,
one small girl turned and looked at Jesus' face.
and as if He could read all the questions she had
He gently whispered to her, "I'll take care of mom and dad."
then He looked down on earth, the world far below
He saw all of the hurt, the sorrow, and woe
then He closed His eyes and He outstretched His hand,
"Let My power and presence re-enter this land!"
"may this country be delivered from the hands of fools"
"I'm taking back my nation. I'm taking back my schools!"
then He and the children stood up without a sound.
"come now my children, let me show you around."
excitement filled the space, some skipped and some ran.
all displaying enthusiasm that only a small child can.
and i heard Him proclaim as He walked out of sight,
"in the midst of this darkness, I AM STILL THE LIGHT."

The regular monthly meeting of the Connecticut B.A.S.S. Federation Nation was called to order on December 20, 2012 at approximately 7:50 by Sylvia Morris.
Roll Call:  The following clubs were absent:  CT Yankee Bassmasters.
Correspondence:  None.
Announcements: 
· Bassmasters is back for it’s 30th season on TV and will air on ESPN 2.
· Livingston Lures plans to be active at events within all the B.A.S.S. tournament trails including the Elites, Bass Pro Opens, Cabelas Bass Nation, and Carhartt College series.
· Power Pole will now be an official supporting sponsor of B.A.S.S. Nation events and the Carhartt College Series in addition to already sponsoring the Elites and Bass pro opens.
· The CBN has cashed in it’s $2000 Lowrance award and has received two HDS7 touch Gen2 units and 1 structure scan unit for the 2013 banquet.
· The Evan Williams reimbursement has been received to cover the bottles purchased for the banquet.
A motion was made and passed to accept the previous month’s minutes.
Report of Officers
Treasurers Report:   Marc Levesque.
Conservation Report:  Dave Santos:
· Dave has announced that he will be stepping down as Conservation Director.  He was given a round of applause and thanked by Sylvia Morris for all that he has done.

· Dean Rustic was introduced as the new Conservation Director.

Boating Advisory:  None.
C.L.A. Report: None.
Tournament Report:  Sylvia Morris:
· Sylvia announced that Harry Gordon is officially no longer tournament director, and he was given a round of applause and thanks from the board.
· Paul Dingee was introduced as the new Tournament Director.
· NEW TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED.
Sponsorship Report:  Bob Nelson:
· The 4th Quarter Pure Fishing Discount Purchase Programopened on December 8th at midnight.  We have included almost the entire Pure Fishing portfolio at a discount of 25% of MSRP.  Each member is allowed to purchase up to a total of 4 items during this quarter and the purchase window is December 8th – January 9th.  

· Here are the instructions for placing orders:

· Click the link below.

· https://www.shakespeare-fishing.com/tackle_shack/
· Enter your complete email address as your username (this is how we will contact you regarding your order)

· Enter this password:  TackleShack@2012
· Once you are on the home page, click  My Account to enter your shipping address, etc.  Save the information then click on Products to begin shopping.  If you ordered during the first quarter your account information is still in place.

· Add your selections to the shopping cart.  You may increase the quantity of any product from the shopping cart.

· When you have completed your order, submitted payment by credit card and logged out, you will receive an email confirmation of your order.
· Power-Pole will now be a sponsor of the B.A.S.S Nation in 2013. Effective January 1st, 2013 we will be offering a discount to all B.A.S.S. Nation members:

Club level members - qualify for discounts.  To receive your discounts you will have to complete the Pro-Staff application on their website www.power-pole.com.  Club level presidents and vice-presidents will receive 20% off, Tournament Directors will receive 15% off, and Members will receive 10% off which is still adds up to $150 to $200 off.  Club level members will complete their purchase through their endorsing dealer. 

· All discount levels apply to accessories and apparel throughout the year.  Should you have any questions, contact Curt Hill at 813-689-9932 ext. 2009 or via email curt@power-pole.com.

· Reynold’sGarage and Marine is now selling the Storm Rainsuit.

· Mid State Batteries- Please consider them for your battery needs.

· La Quinta- La Quinta has a special rate for fishermen of $84 with a breakfast.

· Microtel- Microtel has a fisherman’s rate of $69.

· Best Western- Best Western has a fisherman’s rate of $79.

· The Newberry Inn- The Newberry Inn has a fisherman’s rate of $79.

· Castle Baits- Castle Baits new products can be seen on their website www.castlebaits.com
· US Reel-The new phone number and address for US Reel is: 866 -229-(REEL) 866-229-7335
· Dig-In Shallow Water Anchor- ALL CBFN members can receive a 5% discount at their website (www.diginanchor.com). Use the promo code CBFN2012, to get the discount, when ordering online.

· Boat U.S.- Boat U.S. has given us free memberships to be used at our banquet. 

· All Terrain Tackle- All Terrain Tackle’s products can be seen on their website. (www.allterraintackle.com) 

· Kistler Rods- The Kistler website has weekly and daily specials: (www.kistlerrods.com)

· tungstenweights.com-All CBFN members can receive a 20% discount on all tungsten weights and products in the on-line store (www.tungstenweights.com). The discount code to enter is "CTBASS".
· Keitech-Keitechbaits were distributed at the banquet. 

· Carhartt- TheCarhartt Retail Store, in New England, located at Legacy Place, in Dedham, MA has a discount for CBFN members when they shop in the store.

C.B.F.N. Scholarship Committee:   None.
Robert S. Malloy Scholarship Committee: None.
Banquet Committee:  Sylvia Morris:
· The next banquet has already been booked.  It will be at the Chowder Pot again on 11-9-2013.

Membership Committee:  Paul DIngee:
· Paul passed out forms to club reps asking them for info regarding their clubs and which ones are looking for new members.

Website Committee: 
· The website is still under construction and constantly being updated.  

· There is an opinion link on the home page, please give us some input if you would like to see anything special.

· We are currently working on the details of the contract.

Audit Committee:  Vinny Mucci 
· The committee will be working on the Audit on Jan. 12th.

Youth Report:  Terry Baksay and Ron Frisk:
· Terry explained that the format for the Juniors in 2013 will remain the same as past years, with there being two juniors that will qualify for the 2013 divisionals.  Going forward in 2014 and beyond, that will no longer be the case.  Only high school competitors will be able to qualify for the divisional.  Terry stated that there will still be a juniors trail like in the past, but they will no longer qualify for the divisional.

· Ron Frisk attended the youth director meetings at the recent BASS Federation Nationals and had a lot to discuss.  Most of his discussion was geared toward starting a High School Bass fishing tournament trail.  He is only just starting to get the ball rolling on this and is looking for all the help he can get.  If you, or anyone you may know is interested in helping, please contact Ron Frisk.  More details can be found in this additional information from B.A.S.S.:
B.A.S.S. Federation Nation & the Next Generation

B.A.S.S. Youth

B.A.S.S. High school

Purpose
Connecting young anglers with the outdoors. Developing responsible champions of our natural resources through the sport of fishing. Creating opportunity for character development, education and values uniquely found within the sportsmanship etiquette and integrity of this national pastime.

Funding Source
Title Sponsor, Grants

B.A.S.S. Youth
Age: Anyone who has not yet graduated from the 12th grade.

a. Continue with youth clubs. $10

b. Develop materials for leaders that give them ideas for youth club activities.

 Have guest speakers

 Local “pro”

 Lure/Rod building

 Tours of fish hatcheries, dams, boat builders, aquariums

 Games they can play

c. Develop a more comprehensive B.A.S.S. Youth Web page.

d. Learning materials that leaders and young people can access at any time.

e. First fish or first bass photo gallery. (not unlike the Lunker page)

f. Monthly web assignment from which young people can earn electronic “Badges”.

g. Monthly/by-weekly/weekly video from pro.

 Could be sponsored by company product in the pro video.

h. Monthly online fishing contest using the lure talked about in the monthly video.

 Prizes by monthly contest sponsor

i. Chance to advance to a state tournament run by the state BFN (states option).

 The state tournament would be as far as the kids in this age group would advance. Kids in this age group would make it a goal to advance to a high school club once they are of age. The program could give some type of incentive to kids that present “badges” earned while in youth clubs, when they become high school anglers, also there could be product discounts, membership discount, entry fee discounts etc…

B.A.S.S Youth Competition
B.A.S.S. Youth would consist of online, local and state level only (all optional)

B.A.S.S. High School Nation
Age: Kids that have graduated from the 8th grade or are in the 9th, 10th, 11th or 12th grade.

Develop a B.A.S.S. High School website.

 Monthly pro tips – more advanced techniques, how to market, public speaking, budgeting etc…

 Boater safety course and test.

 Photo gallery.

 Monthly online fishing contest (using certain bait)

 Could be a sponsor opportunity

 Must be part of B.A.S.S. sanctioned HS club

 Monthly prizes

b. Develop a DVD or materials on how to start a high school club. Schools want to see what it means, what will be required of the school and why they should allow a club.

c. Competition with a chance to compete on a regional and national level.

d. Must be a B.A.S.S. member and a BN member (combo $20) to compete in regional or national events.

1. Eligibility
a. Students must be part of an official high school club as recognized by said high school.

b. Must be a B.A.S.S. member.

c. Each club must join the B.A.S.S. Federation Nation, and have an active advisor who is a B.A.S.S. member and responsible for submitting all membership paperwork.

d. High school club must have at least two (2) active members.

e. Each student must attend the HS in which they represent. (placement in a home school club, and/or Temporary club MAY be granted for a period of time, within each state, with documented proof of denial of club in their high school)

f. Eligibility begins at the conclusion of the B.A.S.S. High School National Championship following graduation from the 8th grade, and ends after the BHSNC following a child's senior year.

g. Must meet GPA requirements of the High School they attend.

h. Each club member must complete sixteen (16) hours of community service.

i. Each club must complete one (1) conservation project per school year.

j. Each club member must complete a US Coast guard approved boater’s safety course.

k. Clubs are responsible for acquiring one boat and one boat captain for each team (two anglers) entering each event. (see 2. d. below)

l. The B.A.S.S. Shield must be present on the front of your club jersey or hat. School name and colors must be prominently displayed on your jersey. For every competing tournament trail logo(s) that is present on your jersey, there must be one (1) B.A.S.S. shield or B.A.S.S. logo of equal size or larger.

m. High school (HS) teams must register online at Bassmaster.com (this probably would have to be done offline this first year). School team logos will be listed on Bassmaster.com if authorized by school.

n. Must comply with BHSN rules.

o. Qualification for BHSNC in accordance with rules.

2. B.A.S.S. High school State Championships
a. State championships are hosted/run by state/foreign country BNs.

b. All high school club members that meet all the requirements in section 1. Eligibility, are eligible for state competition.

c. State determine when state championships are held. States may hold state championships a year in advance if needed; however, this may shorten a student’s eligibility.

d. Competition teams are comprised of two (2) high school anglers, schools may be represented by as many two angler teams as they like, provided all teams meet the B.A.S.S. eligibility requirements. In the event a HS club has an odd number, a single angler my compete as a team.

e. Max 200 boat field for the state/foreign country championship. First come first served basis.

f. The State Champion team as well as the runner up team of each state tournament advance directly to the B.A.S.S. High School National Championship. The state champion team also advances to their corresponding divisional to fish two days as part of the adult state team.

3. Divisionals
a. The State Champion team will advance to their corresponding divisional and compete as part of their state team. There is no further advancement. They will fish as a team.

4. B.A.S.S. High school Championship – Super Six Format
a. Location TBD

 Stand alone event in summer or the week following a summertime Elite Event

b. Possible 94 teams (188 kids) could advance from state championship. Possible 108 teams (216 kids) if foreign countries choose to participate.

c. 3 day competition

d. Day 1 and 2 full field

e. Day 3 cut to the “Super Six” to decide the B.A.S.S. High school National Champions.

f. B.A.S.S. Runs High school Championship.

Finance Committee:  Ray Bessette:
· Ray discussed the details of the proposed budget for 2013 with the Board.

State Team Report:  Sylvia Morris:

· Sylvia announced that each of the State Team members will be working 4 hours at each of the upcoming winter sportsmen shows.

Motion made and seconded to accept reports as given
Old Business
· Excused absences:  Pachaug Area Bassmasters, Tobacco Valley Bass Anglers, and Thayers Marauders.
· The CBN Person of the Year Award was handed out to Dave Gilbert since he was not able to attend the banquet.
· !-!-2013, The name change officially takes place, we will now only be known as the B.A.S.S. Nation.
· A previous proposal concerning tie breakers and the final angler of the year standings was discussed and Al Guite will be writing up a proposed rule change that will be discussed at the upcoming tournament committee meeting.  This will be voted on at the February meeting.
· A vote was held on the proposed by-law changes.  The results were: 22 yes on all changes and 2 clubs abstained.  All proposed by-law changes will take effect.
· Sylvia is still looking for volunteers at the upcoming CMTA boat show on Jan. 24, 25, 26, 27.  And the Northeast hunting/fishing show on Feb. 15,16,17.  If interested, contact Sylvia Morris.
· The Secretary has cast one vote for each of the nominated executive officers since all ran un-opposed.  They will be Sylvia Morris, President; Robert Nelson, Vice President;  Marc  Levesque, Treasurer; and Rachel Rose, Secretary.
· Rosters and Dues were due at the November Meeting.  Please Every member of your club must be on a CBFN roster and a current National BASS member.
New Business

· There will be a membership drive at Cabelas in East Hartford on March 2nd.  If you are interested in volunteering, contact Paul Dingee.
· There will be NO CBN meeting in January, the 2013 meeting dates are: 2/28, 3/21, 4/25, 5/23, 6/27, 7/25, 8/22, 9/26, 10/24, 11/21, and 12/19.

· It was announced that Jerry Hammond’s wife Natalie Hammond was injured in the recent shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown where she worked as Head Teacher.  Sylvia is asking that we go back to our clubs and collect donations that we can present to the Hammonds possibly in March.
· Joe Kowalski also added that he has been in contact with Jerry on a daily basis and they have been discussing having a charity fishing tournament on Candlewood Lake in May.  All monies raised would go directly to the families affected in the tragedy.  Sylvia Morris proposed taking the second day of the annual May scholarship tournament and using that day for the Sandy hook memorial tournament.  Interest from many of our sponsors has been pouring in and they would all like to help in some way.  Don Barone has also expressed interest in helping to promote this event as well.  Jerry and Natalie are 100% on board with this, and more details will be coming soon.
· A motion was made and passed to allocate the second day (May 5th) of the scholarship tournament for the Sandy Hook charity tournament.

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:00 p.m.

Next Meeting: February 28, 2013
Respectfully Submitted, 
Carl Pedersen, CBN Secretary.
