
Connecticut B.A.S.S. Federation Nation
 Meeting Minutes
March 27, 2008
The regular monthly meeting of the Connecticut B.A.S.S. Federation Nation was called to order 
March 27, 2008, at 7:46 p.m. by the Tournament Director.
Roll Call:  The following clubs were absent: None.
Excused Absences from the previous month:   None
The minutes of previous month’s minutes where accepted. 
Correspondence

Optima Battery $20 rebate is being offered as well as they have extended their sponsorship for all State Team Members in lieu of a 30% discount.
Longhorn Tobacco is providing us with t-shirts & banners. T-shirts will be distributed at tournaments.

Kistler Rods is a gold sponsor, providing rods, patches, stickers and banners which are on their way.

Sure-Life has become a gold sponsor

Skeeter/Yamaha Sponsorship offering a rebate to CBFN for purchase of boat by a CBFN member. Additional 2 Yr warranty and possible cash rebates to the CBFN programs.  For further information contact Al or Bob for proper paperwork.  Info is available on the website, link is on the Home Page.  

http://www.ctbass.com/Complete%SkeeterYamahaBFNProgram[1].pdf

Reports of Officers
Treasurer’s Report:  Sue Weeks

Presented and accepted.
Scholarship Report:   Sylvia Morris
-  CBFN Conservation Scholarship, there was 1 student from UCONN  selected.  
- No applications as of yet.  April 1, 2008 is the deadline for scholarship applications.
Motion made to make the scholarship recipient from UCONN an Honorary BASS member, getting him set up to fish this year. Motion Approved.
Conservation / Environmental Report:  Dave Santos
1.  Please support the Clean Boating act 2008 - 
S. 2766 Preserves Recreational Boating & Protects Environment 
THE PROBLEM 

In 1973, the Environmental Protection Agency recognized that it would be unnecessary for recreational boaters to be subject to complex federal and state permitting requirements designed for large point source polluters, such as wastewater treatment plants, cruise ships, cargo ships, and supertankers. EPA thus issued a common sense exemption. In Sept. 2006, however, a U.S. District Court ruling nullified this EPA regulation, ruling that the Agency did not have the authority the issue it. The ruling resulted from a lawsuit brought to halt the introduction of invasive species into U.S. waters through the discharge of ballast water from large, oceangoing commercial ships. 

The decision, however, was a major blow to recreational boating. Included under the exemption the court nullified were incidental discharges from recreational boats, including engine cooling water, gray water, uncontaminated bilge water, and weather deck runoff, among others. As a result of this broad decision, all recreational boat operators in the nation will have to obtain a federal or state permit by September 2008. Minimizing the exchange of ballast water from one international port to another is very important in reducing the spread of aquatic invasive species, but neither Congress nor EPA intended to sweep pleasure boats into same regulatory scheme. Doing so would have a devastating effect on recreational boating in America. 

THE IMPACT 

Unless Congressional action is taken soon, every recreational boat owner in the country – 18 million strong and growing – will be subject to an unprecedented permitting system for everyday discharges associated with the normal operation of a boat. The threat is imminent. EPA has already completed the first phase of this new regulation and is moving to implement this permitting system for pleasure boaters by the court-ordered September 2008 deadline. This burdensome permitting will lead to: 

· New yearly fees for family boaters; 

· Bureaucratic red tape—potentially different in each state—associated with getting a permit; 

· An increased burden for the taxpayer because federal and state governments will be required to develop new government programs and entities to implement these regulations; 

· New enforcement regimes, $32,000 per day penalties and citizen suits. 

THE SOLUTION Congress should enact S. 2766, the Clean Boating Act of 2008, introduced by Senate Environment & Public Works Chair Barbara Boxer and Senator Bill Nelson on March 13, 2008. The Clean Boating Act restores a 35-year exemption for recreational boat incidental discharges, such as weather deck run-off and engine coolant water, and protects the health of the nation’s waterways, on which recreational boaters and anglers depend, by pursuing whether reasonable best management practices need to be put into place for some recreational boat incidental discharges. 

For more information and to take action, please contact Dylan Jones (djones@nmma.org; or 202-737-9776) or Mat Dunn (mdunn@nmma.org; or 202-737-9760). 

MEMBERS OF SENATE ENVIRONMENT & PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE 

Democrats 

Barbara Boxer (Chairman) Max Baucus Joseph I. Lieberman Thomas R. Carper Hillary Rodham Clinton Frank R. Lautenberg Benjamin L. Cardin Bernard Sanders Amy Klobuchar Sheldon Whitehouse 

Republicans 

James M. Inhofe (Ranking Member) John Warner George V. Voinovich Johnny Isakson David Vitter John Barrasso Larry E. Craig Lamar Alexander Christopher S. Bond 

MEMBERS OF SENATE COMMERCE COMMITTEE 

Democrats 

Chairman Daniel K. Inouye (HI)John D. Rockefeller, IV (WV)John F. Kerry (MA)Byron L. Dorgan (ND)Barbara Boxer (CA)Bill Nelson (FL)Maria Cantwell (WA)Frank R. Lautenberg (NJ)Mark Pryor (AR)Thomas Carper (DE)Claire McCaskill (MO)Amy Klobuchar (MN)

Republicans 

Vice Chairman Ted Stevens (AK)John McCain (AZ)Kay Bailey Hutchison (TX)Olympia J. Snowe (ME)Gordon H. Smith (OR)John Ensign (NV)John E. Sununu (NH)Jim DeMint (SC)David Vitter (LA)John Thune (SD)Roger Wicker (MS)

S. 2067 Co-Sponsors 

Sen. Mel Martinez [FL] – Original Sponsor Sen Bunning, Jim [KY] -9/18/2007 Sen Burr, Richard [NC] - 9/18/2007 Sen Chambliss, Saxby [GA] - 10/17/2007 Sen Collins, Susan M. [ME] - 1/22/2008 Sen Cornyn, John [TX] - 9/18/2007 Sen Crapo, Mike [ID] - 12/3/2007 Sen Dole, Elizabeth [NC] - 9/18/2007 Sen Hutchison, Kay Bailey [TX] - 9/25/2007 Sen Isakson, Johnny [GA] - 9/18/2007 Sen Landrieu, Mary L. [LA] - 12/7/2007 Sen Sessions, Jeff [AL] -10/1/2007 

SAMPLE LETTER TO SENATE 

March ____, 2008 

The Honorable XX United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear Senator XX: 

The <<Group/Organization Name>>>> is writing to strongly encourage you to cosponsor legislation introduced by Senators Barbara Boxer and Bill Nelson, S. 2766, the Clean Boating Act of 2008. This crucial legislation will preserve recreational boating, sportfishing, and an array of other water-based activities, protect the environment, and prevent the onset of a federal/state permitting regime for boating which resulted from a court decision related to commercial ballast water regulation. 

If Congress does act not well before September 2008, 18 million recreational boats nationwide will be required to obtain a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit from the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and individual States for water-based incidental discharges. The application of this costly and onerous permitting regime on family boaters would have a devastating impact on recreational boating and angling in America. 

Recognizing this, Senators Boxer and Nelson introduced the Clean Boating Act of 2008, which restores a 35-year old permitting exemption for recreational boat incidental discharges while protecting our aquatic resources by implementing a framework for best management practices for recreational boating. The bill would have no effect on the discharge of oil, hazardous pollutants, untreated sewage, and garbage and debris, all of which are already prohibited or regulated under federal law. 

The Clean Boating Act of 2008 has the strong support of <<<<Group/Organization Name>>> , the National Marine Manufacturers Association, the Boat Owners Association of the United States, and 45 organizations representing boating, sportfishing, conservation and water-based outdoor recreation, and others. <<<Describe Boating/Angling in your State>>> 

I strongly urge you to cosponsor S. 2766 and advocate for its final passage well in advance of the September 2008 permitting deadline. I appreciate your consideration of my views on this important legislation. 

Sincerely, 

2.  Riverfront Recapture Rod Program - We have been asked again to help

 support Riverfront Recapture's youth program.  We are asking all

 members to donate 1 used rod to their youth program.

FAC Report

It has been determined that Cabela's was given moratorium to not charge

 sales tax on online and catalog orders for CT residence until 12/31/07

 only.

The Candlewood lake sticker program has died in committee.  There were

 many organizations and Legislators against this program which included

 the CMTA, FAC, and the CT Legislative Sportsmen's Caucuses to name a

 few.

The online fishing license program is up and running.  The DEP is now

 moving onto phase II, which is to have Kiosk in town halls and

 tackle shops to allow residents to obtain licenses.

Youth Committee:    No Report.
Tournament Committee:   Al Guite 
Trailer update – Additional funding will be needed in order to purchase the new tournament trailer.  This is due to added options.  Reynolds Marine will be supplying the CBFN with a new 5000 watt YAMAHA generator as part of their 2008 sponsorship.  When the offer was extended by Tom I contacted the trailer distributor and added an insulated generator compartment along with a wiring package which will include two 40” lights, two 110 GFI outlets and two three way switches.  This will allow us to have an electricity source at all of our events which will be used for work lights during set up, power tools if needed and the pumping system. 
Motion Made for the additional funds to make the adjustments to the trailer. Motion Approved Unanimously.
Tournament Trail Update -   At this time all permits have been applied for including the Special Use Permits for the July 20th tournament at Squantz Park and the August 17th tournament at Haddam Meadows.  Insurance policies have been received for all events which require them.  I have also received the new Coast Guard permits for both events on the Connecticut River.

      In regards to Candlewood Lake Park in Danbury, I have successfully negotiated a set launching fee for both the May 18th event and the State Championship in September.  The CBFN will need to provide the Danbury Park and Rec. Dept with a check for the negotiated amount prior to each tournament.  Boaters will be required to pay $10 each on May 18th.  This money will be collected at the check in table.  The launch fee for the State Championship will be incorporated into each entry fee. 

      The snack bar will be open in the park on the morning of May 18th.  The following is the menu info sent to us earlier this week. 
Motion made to accept the $10 entry fee for the State Championship and for the 2-day. Motion Approved Unanimously.
FROM:  SUGAR SHACK

CANDLEWOOD TOWN PARK SNACK BAR

DANBURY, CT.  06811

RE:  PROPOSAL FOR FISHING TOURNAMENT ON MAY 18TH, 2008 @ 5:00 A.M.

I will provide a breakfast sandwich of either egg and cheese on a hard roll or bacon, egg and cheese on hard rolls.  Price will include coffee or tea.  Price will be $3.50 per person.  An assortment of donuts and buttered hard rolls will also be made available for an additional fee.  I look forward to working with you.

Thank You,

Debbie Negri

I would like ask that tournament participants support Debbie if they can.  I may be able to have her come back for the State Championship in September if it works out well for her at on May 18th.

Boating Advisory Report:  Sue Weeks
Same information as given at the FAC.
State Team Report:  
The next team meeting is scheduled for June 15, 2008 immediately following tournament on the CT River.
Raffle Report:   Armand Fortier
Final club picked up their tickets.  All ticket sales must be turned in by 4/24/08.  Drawing is 5/12/08.
Financial Committee:   No Report

Audit Committee:  Lewis Schaller
Schedule for audit is being worked on.
Membership Committee: No Report
Sponsors Committee:  Ed Weeks
All Reports approved as given.

Old Business
Two new 15’ X 10’ tents will be ordered soon.

.
New Business
MidConn Anglers Tackle Sale proceeds were not as expected due to weather, $25 along with multiple supplies; rods, lures, reels & spools were donated.
Motion was made for CBFN to defray the cost for Pachaug Area Bass Masters Junior tournament. Motion Approved.
Sure-Life orders for clubs were made to David Santos immediately following meeting.
Team Skeeter met the challenge for “Adopt a Junior” with their donation.
Meeting was adjourned at 9:28pm.

Announcements

Next Meeting:  April 24, 2008
Heart of Connecticut 10th Annual Team Open on Lake Lillinonah – April 12th
Housatonic Valley Bassmasters 14th Annual Team Open in Memory of Bryan V. Kerchal – April 27th

Jamie Vinyard

CBFN Secretary
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