
                                         March 28th, 2024 

CT B.A.S.S. Nation IN person/ Conference Call 

     Call began at 7:08pm  

 

Officers Present & on the Call were: 

 

Vinny Mucci-President 

Sylvia Morris-Secretary 

Dean Rustic-Conservation Director 

John Piscioniere- Youth Director 

Marc Levesque- Treasurer 

 

Missing: 

Abe Kalechman-Tournament Director 

 

 

Clubs Missing:  Sweetwater 

 

Minutes from prior month accepted. 

• Announcements: None 

• Correspondence: None 

 

• REPORTS OF OFFICERS 

• Treasurer Report: As of Jan 30th, 2024 

 

 

• CBN Conservation Report: Dean Rustic 

Feb. 28, 2024 

 CBN Conservation objectives for the 2024 

 1. Conservation Projects for Candlewood Lake (Boat Launch & Weigh 

in Pavilion Grant)  

2. Create a BASS Divisional Conservation Coalition Information from 

this past Month –  

1. CT Conservation Advisory Council (CCAC) Meeting  



a. Special Guest was Mason Trumbel, Duputy Commissioner of the CT 

DEEP.  

b. Discussed the delay in the Squantz Cove Boat Launch. Mason stated 

that the funds for the project and others is available but will need to 

be appropriated via the State Budget.  

c. Discussed the SCORP Report and pointed out how that report is 

used. He agreed that departments need to address better the writeups 

in the SCORP reports as many have just done a cut and paste.  

d. Explained that DEEP is looking into additional ways to deter Striped 

Bass poaching in the Housatonic River.  

2. Fisheries Advisory Council –  

a. Next Meeting in March  

3. Friends of CT Sportsman (FoCS)  

a. Discussed that the focus for this legislative session is the ADA 

accessible Squantz Cove Boat launch.  

b. The FoCS Lobbyist, Julie Cammarata, has gotten State Senator 

Harding and State Representative Pat Callahan to sponsor the bill for 

the Squantz Launch. Julie and the FoCS team have worked with State 

Senator Cathy Osten who is the Deputy President Pro Tempore of the 

Democrats to assist with the passing the appropriations for the project 

c. The FoCS website is up.  

www. https://www.friendsofctsportsmen.com  

  

d. The FoCS is asking the CBN if we can provide pictures of Anglers 

and of the High School Anglers for use in their Publications and Social 

Media.  



e. There is a FoCS Brochure that is available – take a look at it online - 

https://www.friendsofctsportsmen.com/uploads/3/0/0/8/30082657/printa

ble_friends_of_ct_s portsmen_trifold_brochure.pdf  

4. DEEP Items a. Nothing at this time.  

5. Grant Fund a. What if we look to have the funds ear marked for 

something to help the Squantz Cove boat launch.  

Respectfully Submitted, Dean Rustic, Conservation Director 

Tournament Trail Report: Abe Kalechman (Given by Sylvia) 

Mailing deadline for T#1is March 3oth!!! NO EXCEPTIONS 

 

NO MORE Late fee or late entries period, postmarked by mailing 

deadline or not fishing!!! 

 

PLEASE send more than one Tournament at a time if you can, you can 

receive a reimbursement as long as you ask 72 hours prior to the 

pairings. 

 

THAYERS SPONSORSHIP OF THE TRAIL, $1000.00 to the Top finishing 

Boater (Must be fishing out of a boat purchased at Thayer’s Marine, 

new or used) in each of the five CBN Trail Tournaments.  Thank you, 

Thayer’s!!! 

 

Trailer Cleanup next week, Thank Joe Kowalski for keeping the trailer 

and allowing us to use his property to clean the Trailer. 

 

Thank Rob Serer for making new paddles for us!!! Will get them next 

week. 

 

As always Thank all who step up to help with the setup and break 

down, running Trailers, Tank and scale! Hope we can count on all of 

you this year! 

 

Trail for 2024 is as follows: 

April 14th Candlewood Squantz & Latins, 8 to 4 



May 5th, Candlewood Squantz & Latins, 8 to 4 

June 9th, Ct River Haddam 7 to 3 

July 14th MR BASS, TBD??? 7 to 3 

September 8th, Ct River, Haddam 7 to 3 

October 13th, Lilly, Steelbridge, 7 to 3 

 

Scholarship Report: Mike Billings 

The 2024 Scholarship app is on the website, Home page and had been 

email blasted to all members back in second week of January. 

PLEASE make sure your club members see this!!! 

All entries have a mailing deadline of April 1st!! 

 

Banquet Report: Sylvia Morris 

Rebooked for Nov 16th, 2024 

Received Sponsorship from Keitech already for the Banquet!  

Thank you Keitech!!! 

 

Membership Committee/Social Media Director: 

We need one! 

Website:  

Please send me, Sylvia Morris, wefish2@att.net, any new members 

Emails or any changed emails for me to update the Email Blast list 

that our Webmaster uses to Blast all important info, News, 

Tournament Pairings, Results, Etc. 

• CBN Youth Report: John Piscioniere  

John has 24 High School Kids and 6 Juniors signed up so far. More to 

come for sure.  

The First High School Tournament is April 20th on Lilly. 

 We need Boat Captains!!! Please let all club members know! Contact 

John if you can help! 



John is checking to see who is 16 out of the High School Anglers and 

the CBN can put them in an adult club. Counts for our members 

numbers and they can fish the CBN Adult Trail if they choose! 

• National Report, Sylvia Morris No Report 

MOTION TO ACCEPT REPORTS AS GIVEN 

OLD BUSINESS 

• Excused Absences: CT Yankee & Silver City 

• REMINDER!!! There are only 9 meetings in the CBN this year, 

so now your club can only miss ONE!!! 

• We need a Vice President and a helper for John Piscioniere and Dean 

Rustic. 

• We also need a Membership Chairperson!!! 

 

• NEW BUSINESS  

• Joe Kowalski wanted to let all members know that a fellow 

past member Brian McCleary has had some health issues, 

please keep him in your prayers. 

• May 7th, Candlewood Lake, Danbury Town Park is the 

Veterans Tournament. Joe Kowalski is asking for Boat 

Captains! Contact Alan Guite if interested: 860-436-8646 

• Dean Rustic had an idea to advertise in the DEEP Anglers 

Guide and Publications for New Members into all aspects of 

the CBN. The FOSC is checking into it for themselves also. 

Will get pricing for next meeting. 

• Dean Rustic brought up the possibility of the CBN Donating 

again to the FOCS, suggesting a smaller amount than we 

have done in the past maybe. He also said if we decide to 

donate again he would like to hold off and give the check to  

Keith Cagle, at the November Banquet Some discussion was 

held and He was asked for a list of exactly what has been 

accomplished in our favor. He will have something for us at 



the next CBN meeting. Will continue discussion at the next 

meeting. 

• Vinny Mucci announced the applications for the Bryan V 

Kerchal Tournament and the Heart of Ct Opens were on the 

website (ctbass.com) and that Thayer’s Marine has become 

a Premier Sponsor of the Opens, offering a cumulative total 

of $5000.00 between the Two Opens if you are a Thayer’s 

Customer in a new or used Boat purchased at Thayer’s!!!  

 

• NO JANUARY, NOVEMBER & DECEMBER MEETINGS, all meetings will 

be on the fourth Wed of each month unless a holiday then will be the 

third wed.  

• In Person and WebEx (Info will be email blasted) at Ct Comp 100 

Corporate Place, Rocky Hill, Training Room. 

 

• 2024 Meetings are: 

February 28th, 2024 

March 27th, 2024 

April 24th, 2024 

May 22nd, 2024 

June 26, 2024 

July 24th, 2024 

August 28th, 2024 

September 25th,2024 

October 23rd, 2024 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:48 

 

 

 

 


